
2020-2021 Reading Lists





Level 1 (Grades 7-9)

Click the title on the 
right to read the blurb, 
find a link to the 1st 
Chapter, and, by 
clicking the book cover, 
head to Youtube to 
watch the book trailer! 

➢ Becoming RBG

➢ Two Can Keep A Secret

➢ They Called Us Enemy

➢ The Field Guide to the North 
American Teenager

➢ The House of Salt and 
Sorrows



Level 2 (Grades 10-12)

Click the title on the 
right to read the blurb, 
find a link to the 1st 
Chapter, and, by 
clicking the book cover, 
head to Youtube to 
watch the book trailer! 

➢ With the Fire on High

➢ Wilder Girls

➢ A Curse So Dark and Lonely

➢ A Good Girl’s Guide to 
Murder

➢ Killing November



Becoming RBG
                                                         - Debbie Levy

From the New York Times bestselling author of I Dissent comes 
a biographical graphic novel about celebrated Supreme Court 
justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg.

Supreme Court justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg is a modern 
feminist icon—a leader in the fight for equal treatment of girls 
and women in society and the workplace. She blazed trails to 
the peaks of the male-centric worlds of education and law, 
where women had rarely risen before.

Ruth Bader Ginsburg has often said that true and lasting 
change in society and law is accomplished slowly, one step at a 
time. This is how she has evolved, too. Step by step, the shy 
little girl became a child who questioned unfairness, who 
became a student who persisted despite obstacles, who became 
an advocate who resisted injustice, who became a judge who 
revered the rule of law, who became…RBG.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=36IrhcV6EIE
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ZfhHyZTDcILwd6F0mOM_aqm8Hk08tipIQIxEkCNWJWU/edit?usp=sharing


Two Can Keep a Secret 
                                        - Karen M. McManus

Echo Ridge is small-town America. Ellery's never been there, 
but she's heard all about it. Her aunt went missing there at age 
seventeen. And only five years ago, a homecoming queen put 
the town on the map when she was killed. Now Ellery has to 
move there to live with a grandmother she barely knows.

The town is picture-perfect, but it's hiding secrets. And before 
school even begins for Ellery, someone's declared open season 
on homecoming, promising to make it as dangerous as it was 
five years ago. Then, almost as if to prove it, another girl goes 
missing.

Ellery knows all about secrets. Her mother has them; her 
grandmother does too. And the longer she's in Echo Ridge, the 
clearer it becomes that everyone there is hiding something. The 
thing is, secrets are dangerous--and most people aren't good 
at keeping them. Which is why in Echo Ridge, it's safest to keep 
your secrets to yourself.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=x3xUOygdoL4
https://docs.google.com/document/d/19Xx2Gl5Op6Q9u5OkGkANZFKOGRxrlSMOFpT8FliIGtw/edit?usp=sharing


They Called Us Enemy
                                                      - George Takei

A graphic memoir recounting actor/author/activist George 
Takei's childhood imprisoned within American concentration 
camps during World War II. Experience the forces that shaped 
an American icon -- and America itself.

Long before George Takei braved new frontiers in Star Trek, he 
woke up as a four-year-old boy to find his own birth country at 
war with his father's -- and their entire family forced from 
their home into an uncertain future.

In 1942, at the order of President Franklin D. Roosevelt, every 
person of Japanese descent on the west coast was rounded up 
and shipped to one of ten "relocation centers," hundreds or 
thousands of miles from home, where they would be held for 
years under armed guard.

They Called Us Enemy is Takei's firsthand account of those years 
behind barbed wire, the joys and terrors of growing up under 
legalized racism, his mother's hard choices, his father's faith 
in democracy, and the way those experiences planted the seeds 
for his astonishing future.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2viOmPMGjuk
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1T4nJFtZ8euQ5EDnH8EqSQtFRGSyNl-qKpjont1ov0GE/edit?usp=sharing


The Field Guide to the North 
American Teenager
                                                      - Ben Philippe

Norris Kaplan is clever, cynical, and quite possibly too smart for his 
own good. A black French Canadian, he knows from watching 
American sitcoms that those three things don’t bode well when you 
are moving to Austin, Texas. Plunked into a new high school and 
sweating a ridiculous amount from the oppressive Texas heat, Norris 
finds himself cataloging everyone he meets: the Cheerleaders, the 
Jocks, the Loners, and even the Manic Pixie Dream Girl. Making a ton 
of friends has never been a priority for him, and this way he can at 
least amuse himself until it’s time to go back to Canada, where he 
belongs.

Yet, against all odds, those labels soon become actual people to Norris. 
Be it loner Liam, who makes it his mission to befriend Norris, or 
Madison the beta cheerleader, who is so nice that it has to be a trap. 
Not to mention Aarti the Manic Pixie Dream Girl, who might, in fact, 
be a real love interest in the making. He even starts playing actual 
hockey with these Texans.

But the night of the prom, Norris screws everything up royally. As he 
tries to pick up the pieces, he realizes it might be time to stop hiding 
behind his snarky opinions and start living his life—along with the 
people who have found their way into his heart.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=faAiSgcVSGw
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1vKXThkloepoqGdXgaPo0n3N5fRQpI8nmFUf7moGSEMo/edit?usp=sharing


House of Salt and Sorrows
                                                      - Erin A. Craig

In a manor by the sea, twelve sisters are cursed. Annaleigh lives a 
sheltered life at Highmoor, a manor by the sea, with her sisters, 
their father, and stepmother. Once they were twelve, but 
loneliness fills the grand halls now that four of the girls' lives have 
been cut short. Each death was more tragic than the last—the 
plague, a plummeting fall, a drowning, a slippery plunge—and 
there are whispers throughout the surrounding villages that the 
family is cursed by the gods.

Disturbed by a series of ghostly visions, Annaleigh becomes 
increasingly suspicious that the deaths were no accidents. Her 
sisters have been sneaking out every night to attend glittering 
balls, dancing until dawn in silk gowns and shimmering slippers, 
and Annaleigh isn't sure whether to try to stop them or to join 
their forbidden trysts. Because who—or what—are they really 
dancing with?

When Annaleigh's involvement with a mysterious stranger who 
has secrets of his own intensifies, it's a race to unravel the 
darkness that has fallen over her family—before it claims her 
next.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zB_MBic1jvk
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1OavfO0y_aKRVxaGnMELBPshqNX9bLIskIPpHpkWsrwQ/edit?usp=sharing


With the Fire on High
                                          - Elizabeth Acevedo

With her daughter to care for and her abuela to help support, 
high school senior Emoni Santiago has to make the tough 
decisions, and do what must be done. The one place she can let 
her responsibilities go is in the kitchen, where she adds a little 
something magical to everything she cooks, turning her food 
into straight-up goodness. 

Still, she knows she doesn’t have enough time for her school’s 
new culinary arts class, doesn’t have the money for the class’s 
trip to Spain — and shouldn’t still be dreaming of someday 
working in a real kitchen. But even with all the rules she has for 
her life — and all the rules everyone expects her to play by — 
once Emoni starts cooking, her only real choice is to let her 
talent break free.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0dmZn2mI4RI
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1rrcZsA2ZRPpMGaHSAEPtXIsFiTFYRfX-0AFCUFfTOqA/edit?usp=sharing


A Curse so Dark and Lonely
                                            - Brigid Kemmerer

Fall in love, break the curse. Cursed by a powerful enchantress 
to repeat the autumn of his eighteenth year, Prince Rhen, the 
heir of Emberfall, thought he could be saved easily if a girl fell 
for him. But that was before he turned into a vicious beast 
hell-bent on destruction. Before he destroyed his castle, his 
family, and every last shred of hope.

Nothing has ever been easy for Harper. With her father long 
gone, her mother dying, and her brother constantly 
underestimating her because of her cerebral palsy, Harper 
learned to be tough enough to survive. When she tries to save a 
stranger on the streets of Washington, DC, she's pulled into a 
magical world.

Break the curse, save the kingdom. Harper doesn't know 
where she is or what to believe. A prince? A curse? A monster? 
As she spends time with Rhen in this enchanted land, she 
begins to understand what's at stake. And as Rhen realizes 
Harper is not just another girl to charm, his hope comes 
flooding back. But powerful forces are standing against 
Emberfall . . . and it will take more than a broken curse to save 
Harper, Rhen, and his people from utter ruin.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UPpqwXLpL0Q
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Pb9H9jpKIUz3k7Jzz_7qhI_yIBsOaROZB7c8abUPFb4/edit?usp=sharing


Wilder Girls
                                                        - Rory Powers

It's been eighteen months since the Raxter School for Girls was 
put under quarantine. Since the Tox hit and pulled Hetty's life 
out from under her.

It started slow. First the teachers died one by one. Then it 
began to infect the students, turning their bodies strange and 
foreign. Now, cut off from the rest of the world and left to fend 
for themselves on their island home, the girls don't dare 
wander outside the school's fence, where the Tox has made the 
woods wild and dangerous. They wait for the cure they were 
promised as the Tox seeps into everything.

But when Byatt goes missing, Hetty will do anything to find 
her, even if it means breaking quarantine and braving the 
horrors that lie beyond the fence. And when she does, Hetty 
learns that there's more to their story, to their life at Raxter, 
than she could have ever thought true.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qjTuP5cHaFs
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wfkyybDue-crp5VlOAtXauwuZVZai00D-LAESY0sSWM/edit?usp=sharing


A Good Girl’s Guide to Murder
                                                     - Holly Jackson

The case is closed. Five years ago, schoolgirl Andie Bell was 
murdered by Sal Singh. The police know he did it. Everyone in 
town knows he did it.

But having grown up in the same small town that was 
consumed by the murder, Pippa Fitz-Amobi isn't so sure. When 
she chooses the case as the topic for her final year project, she 
starts to uncover secrets that someone in town desperately 
wants to stay hidden. And if the real killer is still out there, how 
far will they go to keep Pip from the truth?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EmMlg_pt7jw
https://docs.google.com/document/d/151INjjP0nWOdxJ-5jLITBQpPzbrEnxi-ZVjFjrJ5UAY/edit?usp=sharing


Killing November
                                             - Adriana Mathers

It’s a school completely off the grid, hidden by dense forest and 
surrounded by traps. There’s no electricity, no internet, and an 
eye-for-an-eye punishment system. Classes include 
everything from Knife-Throwing and Poisons to the Art of 
Deception and Historical Analysis. And all of the students are 
children of the world’s most elite strategists—training to 
become assassins, counselors, spies, and master 
impersonators. Into this world walks November Adley, who 
quickly discovers that friends are few in a school where 
personal revelations are discouraged and competition is 
everything. When another student is murdered, all eyes turn to 
November, who must figure out exactly how she fits into the 
school’s bizarre strategy games before she is found guilty of 
the crime…or becomes the killer’s next victim.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SsLXmUCuhDI
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1UsfpyheOm6DNiR0e22waj_cpYnPWyuJngoNObwCbW-I/edit?usp=sharing
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